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COMMANDERS CORNER
Hello my fellow comrades,
I feel change in the air, do you? The reason I ask this is because as we
have a slew of new officers, and they are coming in with a slew of new
and fresh ideas. Currently we are making changes needed to improve
our grounds and our facility. We have secured a 4x8 digital sign for
outside of the building along with working on adding a digital Juke box
for entertainment. We are also looking to upgrade our electrical system and improve our parking lot. These are all things that will improve
the appearance of our beloved VFW Post 379. We as officers want to
hear from you on what you would like to see happen at our post. For
example, would members like to see live music come back along with
maybe a karaoke night along with maybe taco Tuesdays and a poker
night? We want to hear from you because this is your post, and we
want to make it as family friendly as possible and fun. This is a place
we come to relax and have a good time, So let us know. These types
of things take money to happen so do not forget to donate to the Post
so we can make these changes. You can do that either on our website
or just by stopping by the post. So, donate if you can and support your
local VFW Post 379 by coming in and showing some love.
Now we have another great thing happening in our town. The Chuck
Austin Place has a completion date of the end of July with a grand
opening the beginning of August. This facility is going to do so much
good for our veterans in the county. They will have housing units,
medical, amongst many other services to help veterans in whatever
they may need. If you haven't had a chance to drive by and check out
the progress, I highly encourage you to do so. The facility is located on
South 16th Ave just before Washington Ave where the old Marine
Reserve used to be. They are still asking for donations to help complete the project so if you would like to donate to this wonderful project please do. You can do this by contacting the post and just letting
us know you would like to donate to the Chuck Austin Place.
There is one last thing to add to the mix and that is our members. Our
members are what really makes our Post 379 successful. I highly encourage you, if you have not been down in a long time, to come down
and check out the post because things have been changing. If you are
a member that has not renewed their membership you need to do so.
If all else fails being a member and keeping up on your dues is the
easiest way to support your local Post. Our members mean a lot to us,
and we take to heart what people say regarding changes and ideas.
So, I look forward to serving you again this coming year and let us
make our Post even better than what it already is.
Thank you,
Shadrick M Kautzman, VFW Post 379 Commander

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT
Hello Auxiliary Members:
Auxiliary members attended the VFW Department Convention in Spokane, June 24 –26. Carrol Vetter, Sami Church, Judy Dawson and Nadine Newman. Nadine received a Special Award for her work as Service
Officer for Yakima VFW. Several Post and Auxiliary members made
donations for our Convention baskets. Thank you very much. We appreciate your support. Thank you also to Susan Lippincott and Judy
Dawson for organizing the baskets with the decorations.
Our Auxiliary has been participating at the Yakima Farmers Market
providing Buddy Poppies as well as giving information to those interested in finding out about the VFW. We have a booth there on Sundays
from 9 am to 2:00pm.
Our members continue to participate with the “Keep Yakima Clean”
events around Yakima.
On June 9 at our Post a joint Installation of 2021-2022 Officers was
held. Prior to that, a dinner was held that had baked chicken and many
delicious salads and desserts provided by members. At our July 14
meeting the Director of Camp Prime Time will be our Guest speaker.
Paul Golke is looking forward to providing information about the Camp.
Our Auxiliary gives donations to the Camp to provide an outdoor wilderness experience for families of seriously ill or developmentally disabled children and young people. The office is in Yakima.
Our Auxiliary Yard Sale held at the Post on June 12, was very successful. We sold a lot of clothing, books, household items and Holiday decorations. Thanks go to Sami Church and Grandson Preston, Tracey
Anderson and her daughter and friends, Carrol Vetter and her husband, Ken, and Judy Dawson for organizing the tables and items for the
public. Also Past Commander, Tim Gatton, helped take the unsold
items to the Salvation Army. Many thanks to all for your assistance.
A notice to members that on August 14, the School of Instruction will
be held in Spokane. More information will be provided soon. In closing,
stay well and continue to support our Veterans and their families.
Please keep our members Bunny Gaither, Carolyn Hope and Trina Garlock in your thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely, Judy Dawson, President VFW Auxiliary Post #379

PTSD
PTSD is real. It has had different names over the years , Shell
Shock, Battle Fatigue, etc. If the trial of any war has effected
your quality of life you have PTSD. Help is available through
the VA and their support groups. Contact the VETS Center in
Yakima at 509-457-2736
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It appears summer is here. Come down to the Club for some
cool beverages and fun with good friends.
Due to the rising cost of food our Thursday night dinner will
now be $12.00 per plate. We’ve put this off as long as possible and appreciate your understanding.
The Club is looking for a part-time bartender/food server for
approximately 12 hours a week. You must have bartending
and food service experience. Also must have a food handler
card and liquor license. This position would be ideal for
someone retired just wanting a few hours per week. Please
submit resume/application at the Club during regular business hours.

Commander Shad Kautzman and Past Commander Tim
Gatton accepting Post 379’s 100 and 101 year award from
State Commander Traci Williams.
The Post still plans on having a celebration for this great feat.
We just have not had time to plan it yet. This was a huge
milestone and should have a huge celebration. We will let all
know when we get it figured out.

Thursday night dinner recap:
7/01 Meatloaf

7/15 Lasagna

This is what the new Chuck Austin Memorial at
Chuck Austin Place will look like. We hope to have
it in place by Aug 1st for the opening of the facility.

7/22 Fish & Chips w/ coleslaw

Donations still needed for this project.

7/08 Pork Chops w/ mushroom gravy

7/29 Steak

8/05 French Dips
8/12 Salad & Fruit Buffet (all you can eat)
8/19 Pork Loin w/ stuffing
8/26 Steak

Welcome back, club hours are as follows:

Closed: Monday, Tuesday, Saturday
Open: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 2:00PM TO CLOSE
Open Sunday 8:00am to 12:00pm
We will be open at other times for special events. Watch
your calendar, the Facebook page, or the web site to keep
up to date.
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“CONGRATULATIONS NADINE”
OUTSTANDING SERVICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Nadine Newman, Accredited Claims Consultant, was recently awarded

the “Outstanding Service Office of the Year” for the VFW Department of
Washington Division for fiscal year 2020-2021. Todd Gruchalla, Depart-

We again want to thank all the members and friends that
donated and supported Post 379 during the last year. You
are the reason that we survived the last year and came out
stronger than ever. Lets make sure we go another 100
years.

ment Service Officer, presented the award at an information seminar at
Post 379 on June 15th. The official award presentation was given by State
Commander Traci Williams at the Department Convention in Spokane on
June 25th.
“Nadine has gone above and beyond her duties for the Service Division”,
said Todd Gruchalla. “This last year, in addition to all of her duties assisting veterans with their claims, we moved the Yakima office and had sev-

Club wants your input!
The Post House & Club Committee needs your input on menu items
and changes you would like to see at “your” Club. Please email us
at vfw379@gmail.com or drop off a note to the bar. We will have a
file at the bar for your suggestions.

eral challenges that Nadine took care of for us”, he continued.
Nadine has been a VFW Service Officer for seven years and is located

in Yakima. She is currently the only VA-accredited Service Officer in the
greater Central Washington area and she is the only Service Officer with
security clearance to access the VA claims system.
In addition to her office in Yakima, Nadine is providing claims assistance
to Kittitas County veterans twice-a-month. The Yakima Service Office can
be

reached

by

phone

at

(509)

654-7191;

or

by

email

at

If you are thinking about changing insurance companies check out one of the VFW National Sponsors. USAA provides home and auto plus other
benefits. You must be present or past military.

vfwvsoyakima@gmail.com

Donations needed
Post 379 had a quantity of hearing aid batteries. These are
mostly 312’s.If you have a need for batteries please stop by and
pick some up.

All annual Post members please check your renewal date on
your membership cards. We would not want your membership
to lapse. If any of our Post members would be interested in the
rewarding job of Quartermaster, Adjutant, or taking over the
Post Script Editor position, please let Shad or me know. I will be
retiring from these positions next year. Training time will be
required to insure a smooth change over. Del

Post 379 and the Post Foundation is creating a monument
for honoring Chuck Austin at Chuck Austin Place. This will
be a stone monument with some of the details of who
Chuck Austin was. He was one of our own and we don’t
want to forget him or what he meant to the VFW and to
Yakima. Donation may be mailed to 118 S 5th Ave or
dropped off at the Post. Mark your donation “for Chuck
Austin”.

Queen of Hearts raffle had its first big
winner. The Queen of Hearts was drawn
and the winner received $365.00. A new
game has started. Stop in to see what it is
all about. Drawing is every Thursday
evening. Pot grows until the Queen of
hearts is picked.

Veterans of Foreign Wars
William Wharton Post 379
118 S. 5th Ave
Yakima, WA 98902
509-457-5400
vfw379@gmail.com
Vfw379.org
We have the Post Script in a E-mail version.
This will be in color and have more content.
We can update the Post Calendar as often as is
required to keep up with changing events. Sign
up at the Post or send me your email address to
vfw379@gmail.com. Like us on Facebook and
check out the web page. Vfw379.org

Wreaths Across America
The VFW Auxiliary has been participating in placing Wreaths on
Veteran’s graves at Tahoma Cemetery at Christmas every year
for the “Wreaths Across America” program for many years. The
last four years we have utilized a storage unit, which was donated by Powerhouse Mini Storage, to store the wreaths. Due to
high demand for storage units they can no longer donate this
unit. We are asking for your help in finding another storage facility to store the wreaths. If anyone has access to storage space
such as a garage, barn, or similar facilities that could be donated
to store these wreaths it would be greatly appreciated. Please
contact Dianne @ 509-948-9660 if you can help.

KEY CARDS
Due to being closed for 8 months, we will
not be changing the key cards this year.

Veterans suicide is at an all time high. If
you or someone you know is having
problems and need to talk, help is
available thru the VA or the Veterans
Crisis Line 1-800-273-8255 press 1.

OUR GREAT SPONSORS
Field Group
Rays Retail Meats

Brumback Law Group
Betterall Auto Sales
Powerhouse Mini Storage

FUNERAL TEAM
We need Comrades to join our team. We have lost some of our members to
medical issues. We provide Military Honors to over 100 Veterans per year.
We need some new blood for the rifle team and some to work into Commander and Chaplain. Please if you have an interest in honoring our passing
Vets then call Russ McLaughlin at 961-2007.

POST 379 OFFICERS

Aux Officers

Commander Shad Kautzman

President Judy Dawson

Sr-vice Roger Althoff

Sr-vice Susan Lippincott

Jr-vice Steven Saunders

Jr-vice Trina Garlock

Quartermaster Del Gilliland

Treasurer Annette Buck

Adjutant Del Gilliland

Secretary Brandy Garner

H & C Chairman Don Welshimer

Chaplain Sami Church

Chaplain Rick Beck

